Dear Members,
Happy March and April! As I am drafting this article it is four degrees outside and there is more snow forecasted this week. After a
record-breaking wintery January, this southern boy is making lemonade out of lemons when I say, “The next two months are going
to be fantastic!” We got some fun in over the first couple of months of 2019. We will be reopening soon, and it will be spring before
you know it! Just like March we will be coming in like a lion with Family Fish Fry Fridays and St. Patrick’s Day Sunday Brunch! In April
brunch will be on Easter Sunday so make your reservations now as the brunch normally sells out!
The club is excited to host the Robert Mondavi Wine Dinner. We will have Michel Krevenas with Tru Estates and Vineyards here
Friday Night, March 22nd. This is our second wine event of 2019 which we are focusing on legendary Napa Winery’s. The Mondavi
winery has sculpted many industry icons. Even myself, fresh out of college, 24 years ago as an assistant manager, I planned and
developed my first ever event in the club industry with Mondavi Wines. April 6th we are planning a family night with Prime Rib and
Wine for the adults and a theme based on the Hasbro game “Clue”. Teams will be selected from the attendees and then each team
will need to walk the clubhouse searching rooms for characters and clues. Each team will then return with their conclusion of “who
done it.”

MARCH AND APRIL 2019

If you were not able to attend the annual meeting in February, we had 50 in attendance for the one-hour meeting. In the meeting
Mr. Sweeney reviewed the 2019 financials which he stated that the club had a very good year as the operation posted a gain of
$74,969 although its struggle with cash flow continues, as the net gain needs to be $180,000 to cover the amenities we all enjoy.
The club continues to grow as do the expenses. Mr. Sweeney also reviewed that the club’s debt continues to be paid down, as well
as the balance sheet and cash flow. Mr. Sweeney heads the expense task force whose job is to review the club’s overhead, from
professional fees to benefits as well as explore options to curb the club’s expenditures. With our election process complete, our
new board for 2019-2020 will be led by Mrs. Amy Trimble as President and our newly elected directors Jay Hays and Paul Neuharth.
Returning for another term on the board is Miss Katie Spain. Our outgoing President, Mr. Brock Earnhardt wanted to express his
appreciation and how honored he felt to be a part of such a fantastic group of people, and to work with a talented team. I reported
on the pool desk sign in numbers and we saw 12,057 check-ins in 2018! The meals enjoyed inside the clubhouse continued to
increase, totaling 35,880. Mrs. Trible concluded the meeting expressing appreciation for the Outing Club staff and stressing the
need to continue the growth of our membership!
Anne and her team of trainers will be wrapping up the Big Loser program for 2019 at the end of March. Thank you to all that have
participated. Come and join us on the 21st of March as Chef will be featuring a great menu and the winning team will be announced.
The three teams and trainers have been diligently working out, doing group exercise, and trying to eat clean. It will be a photo
finish, down to the wire! If you are interested in any programs at the Wellness Center do not hesitate to let us know.
The Mixology Class at the Outing Club is back in 2019. This is offered through Scott Community College’s continuing education
program. The class will be starting March 12th and will be every Tuesday evening for four weeks from 6:00 – 8:30 PM.
I would like to wrap up this issue of my letter by saying, don’t forget to tell your friends and family that the half off initiation fee
membership special will end April 30th. Have a great spring and I will see you at the club!
Ernie Brauner
Ernie@theoutingclub.com
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We would like to recognize Gregory
Crane!
Gregory is a lifelong resident of the
Quad Cities. He is an avid animal lover
and likes to spend time with his pets.
His hobbies include music, baking,
reading and outdoors. His future plans
are to attend culinary school and
someday open his own bakery.
Thank you for your service, Gregory!

We would like to recognize Travis
Leeson!
Travis has been at the Club for 6 years
and has been in the Hospitality Industry
for 23 years. Travis is a Quad City native
and currently resides in Bettendorf. He is
the proud father of three children and
enjoys playing Frisbee golf and working
out. Travis adds high energy enthusiasm
in the kitchen and his passion for food
drives the team towards success!
Thank you for your service, Travis!

